
Oxford Sarcoma Service – Thames Valley Network 
 

Soft Tissue Sarcomas of  the Limb and Trunk Wall: Detailed Diagnostic Pathway  

 
NEW DIAGNOSIS 

 
Clinical  

Presentation 

 
 
 

MRI** 

 

 
Increased index of  

suspicion 

 
 
 

Oxford Sarcoma Service 
 
  

 
Additional  

investigations  
planned in pre-  

diagnostic meeting 

 

Lower certai nt y of  Highly suspi ci ous  
mal ignan c y   of mal ignanc y  

        

        

        
        

Biops y   CT PET**  

        
        
        

        

If confirmed   Biops y  
sarcom a  ( must be carried  

    out at OUH  

      
        

Compl et e stag ing        
        

 
RECURRENCE 

 
Suspected recurrence  
- Key Worker & MDT 

Coordinator informed 

 

   Local     Metas t ati c   
  Recur r en c e    Disease   

               

             
               

  Ultrasound**    CT PET   

   
/ 

MRI**      MRI**   

               

            
               

  
Discuss at 

MDT   Discuss at  
Oxfor d Sarc om a Servic e  Sarc om a Servic e Diagnos tic MDT  

    

    

               
               

 Compl et e Staging      Complete Staging   
 Consider biopsy i f    Consider biopsy to   

 planne d resecti on    confi r m diagnosi s   
               

 
 

All small cell  
sarcomas will   

have molecular/ 
cytogenetic 

         testing Laboratories =  
OUH  

 
 

All histology  
reviewed by  

Specialist Sarcoma  
Pathologist 

 
 

 
** investigation may be carried out at referring hospital 

 

 

 

• This pathway applies to patients of all ages except children. For all non-rhabdomyosarcomatous soft 

tissue sarcomas and extremity rhabdomyosarcomas in children discussion with the sarcoma MDT is 

strongly encouraged when diagnosis is suspected or recently established   
• Patients under 25 will also be referred to the teenage and young adults or paediatrics MDTs 
as appropriate.  
• This pathway applies to new diagnosis and recurrences 
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